ISF Compliance
Dear Supplier / Customer,

The ISF (Importer Security Filing) Program, the latest initiative created by CBP to help improve efficiency and security in global trade management went into effect on January 26, 2010. The information that an Importer is submitting in Importer Security Filings improves U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s (CBP) ability to identify high-risk shipments in order to prevent smuggling and ensure cargo safety and security. Failure to comply with the ISF regulation could result in monetary penalties, increased inspections and delay of cargo. 
Under the ISF rule, the U.S. Importers bringing cargo to the United States are required to transmit certain information to CBP about the cargo, at least 24 hours prior to container lading for all ocean shipments inbound to the United States. The goal for the EMD as an Importer is to have all ISF data elements submitted to CBP at least 72 hours prior to vessel departure. This is to assure that the ISF is completed, submitted and approved by CBP on time, as required by U.S. Import Regulations. 
In order to implement the ISF program, important changes are necessary in the way information and data is created and communicated. These changes will require your full cooperation and support. Please provide UPS-SCS, our customs broker, with a detailed invoice and logistics information, as well as with a complete ISF 10 Form.  Based on the information provided, our customs broker will file the required data elements with CBP.  
The attached ISF procedure provides information on the import process flow for the ISF 10 filing for both UPS carried shipments, as well as non-UPS carried shipments. When preparing the UPS-SCS ISF 10 Form please follow the instructions included here.  The ISF 10 document must be completed in its entirety. That means that, prior to complete the ISF, you will have to get the Freight Forwarder’s Bill of Lading data at the lowest level (i.e. the regular, straight/simple bill of lading or house bill of lading) that is transmitted into the Automated Manifest System (AMS). After completion of the ISF 10 Form, please forward an electronic copy of all your documents (Bill of Lading, Commercial Invoice, Packing List, and ISF 10 Form) to UPS-SCS and to Electro-Motive Diesel, Inc., at least 72 hours before the vessel sails. Information is to be forwarded to the following parties:

1) UPS-SCS Customs Brokerage 


2) EMD’s Customs Compliance Group
    E-mail: Electro-Motive Diesel@ups.com 

    E-mail: customs@emdiesels.com
Failure to provide all pertinent details accurately and in time to receive an approval to load message from CBP could result in serious consequences for EMD, including but not limited to missed sailings, possible loss or damage of the material, hefty penalties and/or fines. CBP could also consider suspending, reducing and even revoking EMD’s C-TPAT status if we do not comply with the ISF regulation. 
In instances where EMD is fined because of a late, incomplete and/or erroneous data transmission by the Supplier/Customer, the party required to provide the ISF information will bear responsibility for the full amount of the fine, as per our Purchase Order Terms and Conditions and/or Authorization to Return Material. More information on ISF can be found at the following link: http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/trade/cargo_security/carriers/security_filing/ 
We look forward to a long and mutually rewarding relationship and to your full support and cooperation in this highly critical process.
